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WASHINGTON ® — The 
Warren Cohimii>.sion discussed 
a report- that l*cc Harvey Os- 
wald had worked as an FBI 
undercover agent for move 
than 'a year before the assas- 
sination of President John F. 
Kenneity, according to a 

recently declassified commis- , 

sion transcript. 

Members of the commt.->- 
sion- including the hate Chief 
Justice Earl Warren and 
then-Rep. Gerald R. Ford m 
Michigan, discussed the re- , 
port at a -closed session on 
Jan.22,IOCl. 

Th e ' transcript remained 
cla.ssified lop secret for 11 
years until released to Harola 
Weisbevg, an author who had 
filed suit under the Freedom 
of Information Act. Weisberg 
has written numerous books 
and articles criticizing the 
Warren Commission in- 
vestigation and its conclusion 
that -°0,s',v;.ld, acting alone, 

■ shot and killed Kennedy in 

■ Dallas on Nov- 22, 19G3. 


ncolions with this I'nai avc 
curious, in th.-u they might 
make it po.ss:bie to chock 
some of it out in time. I as- 
sume that the FBI records 
would never show it. and if it 
is t-rue, and of course, we 
don’t know. But we tiiuught 
you should have tiie informa- 
tion.” 

Later, Rankin enmmented 
that he and Wn’.Tcn had dis- 
cussed the report arid “we 
said if that w.as true and it 
cr'er came out and couid be 
established, then you would 


have people think that there 
was a conspiracy to accom- 
piLsii tliis a-ssassination, that 
notiting the commission did or 
anybody could dissipate.” 

“You" arc so right,” said 
Boggs. 

“Oh, tcn-ible,” said the late 
AUen Dulles, former director 
of die Central Intelligence 
Agency and a member of the 
Warren Commission. 

“'Hie implications of thise 
are fantastic, don’t you tliink 
SO?” asked Boggs. 

“Terrific,” commented an 
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A copy of the transcnpc j | ^ ; 

■was ’Obiained by The Associ- . ' ' 

ated Press. ' | i 

At'thc start of the meeting. 2 ^ 

J. Lee Rankin, general wun- | . • ; 

sel of the commission, said he j ■ 

had been told by Waggoner | • • . 

Carr; Texas attorney generaj, j x 

that “the word had come out | , j- 

that' Oswald was acting | 

• Vs* an FBI undercover- agent i * ' . . . V , 

and that tiiey had the infer- ^ ' 

mation of his badge which ^ ' 

was given as number 179. and j ^ . • 

that he was being paid a j j . . . ^ .. . 

month from September cl 5 
1962 up. through the tii'ne 

the assa-s-sination,” | . • ’ , 

Rankin said he had talked | - 

to Henry Wade. Dallas Dis- S - ' > 

trict attorney, who told him | ■ ’ . 

the source of the report was a 8 . : ' 

member of the pre.ss. I 

“There is a denial of this \ 

In one of these FBI records, | ^ ^ 

as YOU know,” interjected ilie | 

late Rcr- Hale Boggs. D-La., * , . 

another commission member. | 

“It is something that would I .. • • • ^ 

be very difficult to prove j 
out',’' answered Rankin, j ' 

“There was events in con- j . ^ 



unidentified participant. 

Dulles qiteslioned why the 
FBI would hire Oswald as an 
undercover agent. 

“What was the ostensible 
mission?” asked Dulles. “I 
mean, when they hire some- 
one Liiey liire somebody for a 
purpose . . . Was it to pene- 
trate the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee? That is the only 
thing I can think of where 
Uiey might have used this 
man . . . You wouldn’t pick 
up a fellow like this to do an 
agent’s job. 


“He (Oswald) was playing 
ball, writing letters to both 
the elements of the Commu- 
nist parties,” said Ford. “I 
mean, he was playing ball 
with the Trotskyilcs and with 
the others. This was a 
strange circumstance to me. ’ 
“But the FBI get people 
right inside, you know,” com 
mented the former CIA head 
“They don’t need a persor 
iUte this on the outside. Tht 
only place where he did any 
thing at all was with the Fail 
Play for Cuba Committee." 
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